
 FORT MEIGS UNION CEMETERY BOARD 
MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, February 16, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. 
 

The Fort Meigs Union Cemetery Board met on the above date with the following members present:  Gary Britten, 
Jonathan Smith and Robert Warnimont.  Also present were Superintendent Tom Friess, Assistant Superintendent 
Stephanie Cox and Fiscal Officer Linda Wilker.  Matt Choma and Lauren Rush, Perrysburg Department of Public Utilities, 
were present to discuss New Business, Item a. (City of Perrysburg – Ditch). 
 
Regular Meeting: 
Moved New Business, Item a. (City of Perrysburg – Ditch) to the beginning of the meeting since City Representatives were in 
attendance. 
 
Lauren Rush, City Stormwater Technician, and Matt Choma, City Deputy Director of Public Utilities gave a presentation relative 
to future maintenance and possible funding and projects for City-owned ditch which runs through Cemetery property.  Ms. 
Rush, who runs the stormwater program for the City, has had her role expanded to include ditch/stream maintenance and was 
present to provide an overview of possible work to the ditch running through Cemetery property as well as gauge level of 
support from the Cemetery Board for seeking grants for said work.  She stated that it’s all about trying to improve the quality of 
our waterways.  
 
Ms. Rush provided background relative to the quality of Lake Erie including issues with drinking water and algae blooms and 
stated that, since we can’t control what goes into the Lake Erie waters, we try to improve the source waters flowing into the 
Maumee River and, ultimately, the lake. She and Mr. Choma are present to discuss grant opportunities from the State for 
stream and wetlands restoration projects to help improve the Lake Erie source waterways and improving habitats for wildlife. 
During earlier settlement, ditches/waterways were dug straight through which didn’t help the wildlife or water quality.  Now 
they’re in the very beginning stages of looking at grant programs and places where the City can do projects in Perrysburg to 
meet these goals. 
 
Ms. Rush added that the City does not have a lot of public property which creates boundaries as to projects that they may do, 
especially areas adjacent to waterways.  The Cemetery offers a somewhat unique opportunity since it is public property that 
has a tributary ditch running through it to Crooked Creek then to the Maumee River.  They did speak to an environmental 
engineer to review possibilities prior to approaching the Board.  
 
Ms. Rush showed a preliminary drawing indicating where the ditch could be widened to increase sinuosity, or curve/bend, of 
the ditch to slow the water down to increase water quality, create more habitats and, sometimes, create a nice 
waterfall/trickling brook sound. The ditch would, in essence, become a stream with enhanced aesthetics allowing for more 
plantings and wildlife.  This is the concept that, if a grant opportunity arises, they would apply and try to achieve.  However, 
they are looking for the support of the Board since the ditch runs through Cemetery property. 
 
Mr. Britten asked if the grants required a match financially.  Ms. Rush stated that the ones available right down do not require a 
match. Mr. Warnimont asked if the City or a contractor would do the work. Ms. Rush stated that they’d hire a contractor since 
it would be too large of a project for them.  Mr. Smith pointed out that the Board just began discussing placing family estates in 
the triangle area (bordered by the woods, railroad, SR 25 and ditch) and that changing the ditch or floodplain may make that 
area smaller.  Also, there is currently a bridge over the ditch that allows access to the area which must be maintained so that 
the area may be turned into usable lots. Ms. Rush also mentioned that there’s a pond near the wooded area which may be able 
to be used as a location to act as a sediment trap to increase water quality.  Mr. Friess stated that there had been a discussion 
about a placing a drive back in that general pond area which may be a consideration if there’s a ditch. Mr. Smith remarked that 
the idea of making the ditch into a more aesthetically pleasing stream might be appeasing to purchasers to choosing that area. 
 
Mr. Friess asked if the ditch area/banks could continue to be mowed to keep it looking good.  Ms. Rush stated that since the 
grant would be for stream restoration, there would likely need to be plantings, such as wildflowers, along the sides to create 
habitat and increase aesthetics would likely be covered by the grant.  Mr. Britten said that the problem would be weeds which 
grass would choke out but wildflowers wouldn’t.  Mr. Warnimont asked who would maintain the ditch banks.  Mr. Choma said  
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that the Cemetery staff would probably do most the maintenance since they already do it.  Ms. Rush added that the lowest 
maintenance plantings required by the grant could be considered.  Trees would definitely be lower maintenance and they 
would do the best they could within the grant parameters.  Mr. Warnimont commented on the staff size and responsibilities 
and that time simply doesn’t allow for high maintenance along the ditch.  Ms. Rush said that the banks wouldn’t be as sterile as 
they are now but wouldn’t be completely free of vegetation.  
 
Mr. Smith asked if this ditch was currently on the City ditch maintenance program.  Mr. Choma stated that it was the City’s 
responsibility. Mr. Smith asked if maintenance of the ravine was also the City’s responsibility and Ms. Rush thought so since it 
was public property but that the ditch maintenance program was in its infancy and they’re easing their way into determining 
the best way to maintain them.   
 
Mr. Warnimont asked how and who would maintain the ditch after a project was completed.  Mr. Choma stated that dipping 
and clearing the ditch would `be on the City’s responsibility list.  The aesthetics would likely fall back on the Cemetery.  Ms. 
Rush said that, up to this point, the City ditch maintenance program has been more reactive than proactive because they hadn’t 
really had a program.  At this point, the City would remove blockages to the ditch but not remove dead trees that weren’t 
blocking the flow.  Ms. Rush added that being able to use the back pond as a sediment trap (or forebay) would keep the stream 
flowing better resulting in less maintenance on the stream since the maintenance would occur in the pond.   
 
Ms. Rush remarked that a grant may also include funding to place a path along the stream.  She added that they need to know 
what the project would entail then finding the grant that best fits it.  Mr. Britten had two concerns – maintaining the ditch bank 
and placing a vehicle bridge across the ditch for access to the triangle area since a curb cut won’t be allowed on SR 25.  Mr. 
Choma asked if the railroad right of way was marked out since the railroad guards that jealously. Mr. Friess was concerned 
about flooding issues at the neighboring plastics plant and if slowing down the water would create more flooding.  Ms. Rush 
stated that the stream would be wider, providing greater capacity, even though the water would move more slowly. She has 
had conversations with the plant personnel. 
 
Mr. Smith asked what the City needed from the Board at this time.  Ms. Rush asked if the Board wanted the City to pursue 
grant funding.  Mr. Warnimont asked if a grant would cover the cost of replacing the bridge over the stream.  Mr. Britten 
remarked probably not unless we’re removing it. Mr. Smith added that the biggest concern was access to the triangle area for 
lot development. Mr. Smith stated that the City, and likely ODOT, do not want anymore curb cuts off SR 25 so an access bridge 
over the ditch or stream is the alternative.  The Board is in favor of a project improving the aesthetics and function of the ditch 
as long as access is available.  Mrs. Wilker asked if any other funding, such as Nature Works grants, might be available for the 
cost of a path and bridge.  Mr. Choma thought it might be a possibility but the difficulty would lie in aligning the grant funding 
cycles.  Mr. Friess wanted to know how far into the triangle the stream would go.  Ms. Rush said that the flood channel would 
be another 9’ wide but the actual engineering hasn’t been completed yet.  Mr. Britten was in favor of the project as long as 
wildflowers weren’t planted.   
 
The Board was in favor of the City should pursue the project.  They did not make a motion as one could be made at the May 
joint meeting if necessary.  Ms. Rush said that she’d contact the engineer and begin digging deeper into the project. Ms. Rush 
ended by advising the Board that if the bridge is ever improved or widen to size the pipes well larger to accommodate greater 
flow in the future.  The Board thanked Mr. Choma and Ms. Rush for their time. 
 
Mr. Smith asked to hold off approving January 19, 2022 regular meeting minutes since the Board hadn’t received them.  The 
Board members stated that they didn’t receive any documents for today’s meeting.  Mrs. Wilker stated that she emailed them 
on Monday, February 14.  Upon checking the email system, discovered that the documents did not send until the morning of 
February 16. 
 
Mr. SMITH moved to approve warrants #7854 - #7855 and electronic payments in the amount of $35,016.15. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
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Mr. SMITH moved to approve the following reports for the month of January 2022 as submitted by the Fiscal Officer: 

Bank Reconciliation    Payroll Wage and Overtime Reports 
Appropriation Summary  and Status  Bank Statements and Check Images 
Fund Summary and Status   Investment Statement 
Revenue Summary and Status   Bank and Investment Spreadsheets 
Payment Listing     Budget-to-Actual Spreadsheet 
Cash Flow Summary    Burial and Sales Statistics 

Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Correspondence: 
None 
 
Old Business: 
 Update Rules and Regulations. 
Mr. Friess reported that Maumee Valley Memorials emailed a diagram of a headstone indicating that they would only 
cut about halfway through a headstone to place cremains so that cremains would not be disturbed if or when the 
headstone is moved.  He stated that Artistic Memorials was going to work on determining how cremains would be 
placed and sealed and that Felzer Urban Monument Works was handling the situation similar to Maumee Valley’s 
approach.  
 
 2021 Year end results. 
Mrs. Wilker stated that 2021 ended with a $48,220 surplus and General Fund balance of $488,981.  The annual financial 
report was filed with and accepted by the Auditor’s Office on February 3.  The annual report notice will be published in 
the Perrysburg Messenger this week as per ORC.  The draft annual report to the City and Township was emailed to the 
Board on February 7 and, if no revisions are necessary, the cover letter needs to be signed by the Board members then 
the final report will be emailed to the City and Township today.  As a side note, Mrs. Wilker stated that a full audit 
should be performed this year; however, the State Auditor’s office may be allowing some smaller clients to have a third 
cycle with an Agreed Upon Procedure or a new Basic Audit instead of a full audit.  She’s awaiting a formal notice from 
the Auditor’s off as to the state of this year’s audit. 
 
 McClaren St. Luke’s Occupational Health Services. 
Mrs. Wilker stated that Ms. Cox saw article in the February 11 Bowling Green Sentinel-Tribune relative to Independence 
Health, through a partnership between The Toledo Clinic and Wood County Hospital, who will continue services at this 
location.  Received a notice from McClaren St. Luke’s the same day stating that the transition would take place effect 
2/14 and that the staff is being retained and contracts remain in effect. 
 
 2022 Budget. 
Mrs. Wilker provided updates to the temporary budget.  Mr. Britten added that we should obtain multiple quotes for 
the HVAC system replacement.  
 
New Business: 
 Property and Liability Coverage through The Ohio Plan administered by Hylant Administrative Services in the amount 

of $6,772. 
Mrs. Wilker stated the full $550 credit was received and the premium for the last three years was $6.307, $5,971 and 
$5,657.  She added that the increase is due to inflation and the replacement cost of new equipment.  Mr. Smith asked if 
coverage was need for the proposed man cage and Mrs. Wilker stated that the question was sent to underwriting who 
determined that no additional coverage was need.  
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Mr. SMITH moved to approve property and liability coverage for March 7, 2022 – March 7, 2023 with The Ohio Plan at a 
premium of $6,772. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
 Review of Rates and Fees. 
Mrs. Wilker just completed compiling rates from other government cemeteries with only a couple noticeable increases.  
A couple cemeteries had increased the difference between resident/non-resident rates and/or had increased late 
charges.  Ms. Cox thought the cost difference for a cremation with or without a vault charged by Lake Township 
Cemetery could be justified. Mr. Smith wants to keep an eye on the cost of materials and asked for a copy of the 
spreadsheet to review calculations.  
 
Fiscal Officer Report: 
Mrs. Wilker reported on the following items: 
 Provided electronic files to the City for agendas and minutes to add to their website. 
 Received original deed to new property from City and had it recorded at the County. 
 
Superintendent Report: 
Mr. Friess reported on the following items: 
 Drainage in Block 6 – Funeral coming in Saturday and he thinks he’ll have to rent or borrow a pump, especially if it 

rains.  It has drainage and he’s put in more.  Next month he’s planning to tie into main line. 
 Closed off roads within old side – Due to traffic using old side as cut through with some traffic driving at fairly high 

speeds.  Sewer project won’t be done until April 1 according to contractor who’s waiting on parts. 
 General maintenance – Ongoing 
 New cremation garden – Showed drawing creating extension to original Cremation Garden to the north.  John 

Faehnle from Maumee Valley Memorials is coming here to help layout this area and discuss family estates in the 
triangle.   

 LED lights for buildings – Would like to order lights. 
 Executive session – Requested to talk to Board alone in an executive session. 
 Trevor Davis – Father passed away. 
 Shawn Diller II – Will be back from parental leave on March 1. 
 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to go into Executive Session for personnel employment. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH. 
Roll Call: Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont; motion carried. 
 
Mr. SMITH moved to go out of Executive Session. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Roll Call: Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont; motion carried. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. SMITH moved to adjourn to 8:00 a.m. March 16, 2022 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. WARNIMONT.  Motion carried v.v. 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Chairman      Fiscal Officer 


